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COURSE OF STUDY 



Sixth Grade 

Edith Foster Flint 



Geography: The subject for the month 
is the British Isles. This subject both 
follows closely on that of the preceding 
two months — Europe — and serves as a 
background, and, in some ways, an expla- 
nation, for the literature studied at this 
time. 

The children will notice the coniigura- 
tion of the island-group, and its nearness 
to the mainland, and will be told some- 
thing of its previous connection with the 
continent. Then upon an outline map, 
upon which nothing but coast-lines and 
rivers are shown (the language map on 
page 24 of Longmans' New Atlas will 
serve in default of a larger), they will 
note: 

1. The shore-lines. 

2. The rivers — their length and direc- 
tion. 

3. The latitude. 

They will at once notice: 

1. The sharply indented west coast of 
both Great Britain and Ireland. 

2. The flow of the majority of the rivers 
of Great Britain to the east. Without ref- 
erence to a physical map they will infer 
from (2) that the watershed in Great Brit- 
ain is, in general, close to the Atlantic 
side. This inference will be confirmed by 
reference to appropriate maps. 

Bearing in mind now the slope of the 
land, the children should be able to reason 
out one cause of the sharply indented 
west coast — rapid erosion down steep 
slopes. The other cause — subsidence 
— they can also work out, with assist- 
ance, and with the help of the geographi- 
cal laboratory in the basement. 

After this they will consider the matter 



of climate, and will note that the country 
situated between the same parallels of lat- 
itude on our side of the ocean is Labrador, 
an extremely bleak region. The cause of 
the great difference in temperature — the 
Gulf Stream — will then be discussed. Just 
how this current, in conjunction with the 
mountains and lowlands of the island, 
affects their temperature and rainfall will 
be worked out, and its importance to the 
scenery, agriculture, and social life of the 
region demonstrated. 

Finally, the situation regarding slope, 
rainfall, and coast-line being in hand, the 
class will consider the subject of river- 
erosion. The treatment will follow the 
main heads of the outline for the Eighth 
Grade in the Course of Study for Octo- 
ber. 

The fact that the Celts, of whom 
Arthur, mythical or real, stands as the 
exemplar, were driven by the Saxons, who 
landed easily in the east, always to the 
mountains, will serve to make vivid to the 
children the idea of the highland and low- 
land regions. 

References: Longmans, New Atlas; 
Mills, International Geography ; Encyclopce- 
dia Britannica, articles on England, Ire- 
land, Scotland. 

Nature Study; (See outline for Seventh 
and Eighth grades.) 

Number Work: The number work will 
be based on the geography and nature 
study. 

Literature: It has already been pointed 
out (Course of Study for April) that the 
history subjects for the Sixth Grade have, 
up to this time, been deficient in literary 
material suited to the needs of the grade. 
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In order to restore the balance, therefore, 
the time for history this month will be 
allotted almost exclusively to literature, 
such history only being introduced as will 
serve to afford necessary explanations. 

Already, during the preceding month, 
considerable time has been spent in read- 
ing and discussing The Vision of Sir 
Launfal and the opening chapters of Ivan- 
hoe. These works, and particularly the 
latter, of course, though written for older 
heads, have been read with intense inter- 
est by the children, and Ivanhoe has aided 
immensely, not only in making real the 
time of the Crusades, but in giving specific 
information as to manners, customs, dress, 
and buildings. Scott's long descriptions, 
so inartistic from the literary point of 
view, have been of great help to the chil- 
dren. Before this is printed probably all 
of Ivanhoe will have been read by every 
child, partly at home and partly in the 
classroom. Some of the more dramatic 
scenes, such as The Tournament {Chapters 
VII and VIII), Hodin Hood the Archer 
(Chapter XIII), The Storming of Front 
de Bceuf's Castle (Chapter XXIX), and 
-Rebecca's Champion (Chapter XLIII), will 
have been read by the children in class and 
discussed in detail. If time serves, they 
will also have read the scene from The 
Talisman, wherein Richard is attended by 
the Saracen physician, and the scene 
between Richard and Saladin in Saladin's 
pavilion. This latter will have been an 
especially good illustration of the fact that 
there can be knightly enemies. 

For May, the main subject will be the 
King Arthur legends. These legends, not 
to be trusted for facts, but of immense 
value as indications of the manners and 
ways of thinking of our ancestors — matters 
more important historically than battles 
and successions — should be part of the 
mental furniture of every child. It seems 
best to take as a text Malory's rendering 



as simplified by Lanier in The Boys' King 
Arthur. Charles Morris has an edition 
(pub. W. W. Giddings, London, 1892; 3 
vols.) which gives a more orderly arrange- 
ment and cuts out repetitions and 
anachronisms, as well as puts the whole 
into very decent modern English. But the 
true flavor is absent, and it would seem 
better to have the children get as near the 
actual source as possible. Therefore, 
Morris and Bulfinch will serve only as 
reference, and, if necessary, explanation. 

The portions of Malory selected for read- 
ing will be those dealing with: 

Arthur's Coming. 

His Sword Excalibur. 

His Wife Guinevere. 

His Establishing of the Table Round. 

Merlin's Fate. (See Bulfinch for Mer- 
lin's previous history.) 

Lancelot. 

The Quest of the Holy Grail. 

Lancelot and Elaine. 

The Passing of Arthur. 

It is probable that the last will be read 
to the children from Tennyson, for though 
they are perhaps not old enough to read 
it understandingly themselves, another 
could make it both intelligible and effective 
to them. 

References: Morris, King Arthur and 
the Knights of the Round Table; Bulfinch, 
King Arthur and His Knights; Charles 
Mills, Chivalry; Racinet, Vol. IV (for cos- 
tumes, arms, armor). 

Hand- Work: In connection with their 
study of chivalry and the Crusades the 
children have been writing an original 
story about the adventures of a certain Sir 
Simon de Puttenham, his son Ralph, his 
daughter Margery, and his gardener's son. 
The boy goes as a page on a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, the gardener's son act- 
ing as his attendant. The difficulties 
which they and their party encounter 
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have served to show the children one great 
cause of the Crusades. 

This story, then, or an incident from it, 
each child will write on parchment paper 
of appropriate size and shape, and will 
then proceed to make into a book, in this 
wise: Ornamental alphabets will be found 
in the library and in books at home, from 
which each child will choose letters accord- 
ing to his taste, to form the title of his own 
book — the title to be chosen by himself 
under criticism, and the letters to be done 
in color. Then, in painting hours, frontis- 
pieces will be done in color, illustrating 
some important scene or incident. Mean- 
while each child will have made a design 
for a cover, which he will either weave in 
heavy silks or embroider, as he chooses. 
When this part of the work has been well 
started, it can be continued during regular 
lesson periods, while the teachef reads 
aloud. Finally, the children will bind the 
whole into a book. The best production 
will be voted upon and given to the 
library. 

French: (Mlle. Ashl^man.) The chil- 
dren of this grade have been studying for 
some time the subject of chivalry. During 
the month of May dramatic incidents 
from the life of Louis IX., one of the 
strongest types of chivalry, will be adapted 
from the annals of Sire de Joinville, thus 
relating the history and literature of 
France. In memorizing and acting out 
these incidents, the children will get the 
French ideal of chivalry. 

The following charade will be given 
them to guess: 

Charade 

" Verba dtant raon premier, complement mon 

second. 
Si Ton veut accomplir cet acte, sans un pont, 
Quand la riviere est grande, il faut beaucoup 

d'audace; 
L'entierestunoiseauque je croispeu rapace." 



Saint Louis 

" Mieux vaut mourir que mal faire." 

[AvERTissEMENT: Saint Louis devait Stre le 
plus digne repr^sentant et le serviteur le plus 
d^vou^ des Croisades. La sixieme Croisade fut 
I'ceuvre personnelle de Saint Louis, non le fruit 
d'un 61an populaire. 

Tous les chroniqueurs du temps, tous las 
historiens de son regne, ont celebr^ sa charity, 
sa piet^, et I'ont admir^ pour sa bienfaisance. 
Saint Louis na sa bornait pas k fonder et k 
dStar des hopitaux, das hospices, des asilas; il 
payait de sa parsonne dans sa bienfaisance et 
na regardait aucun acta de charity comme au- 
dessous da la dignity royale. 

Tous les jours, partout oil le roi se trouvait, 
deux cents pauvres racevraient chacun deux 
pains ou du poisson pour un repas. Les meres 
de families avaient un pain de plus par t6te 
d'enfant. Outre ces deux cants pauvres nourris 
k I'exterieur, quatra-vingts autras etaient 
chaqua jour introduitdans I'hdtel. Trois d'entre 
aux sa mattaient a table en mgme tamps que le 
roi dans la m6me salle. "Maintes fois," dit 
Joinville, "ja vis qu'il leur taillait laur pain et 
laur donnait \ boire." 

Lorsqu'il avait d6j2i vingtquatra ans quel- 
ques-uns de sas principaux vassaux leverent 
une armee da crois^s. Saint Louis les ancou- 
ragaa et voulut que son connetable servit en. 
son nom dans cette guerre.] 

Sc^ne Premiere 

(Pontoise, 1244.) 

Personnages: Saint Louis, Igd de vingt- 
neuf ans. Blanche de Castille, sa mere. 
Marguerite de Provence, sa femme. Robert 
d'Artois et Charles d'Anjou, ses frdres. 
Guillaume d'Auvergne, €v6que de Paris. 
Pierre de Cuisy, dvgque de Meaux. Elite 
de la noblesse. 

Sc^ne: Chambre k coucher royale. 

Epoque: Commencement du treizifeme 
sifecle. 

Saint Louis est ^tendu sur un canap6; 
sa m^re aidee de sa femme le soul^ve douce- 
ment et lui donne k boire. 

Saint Louis. Je suis gravement malade,. 
ma m^re. (II regarde sa femme.) Ma 
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LE SIRE DE JOINVILLE 
D'apres la statue de M. Bra (Musee de Versailles) 



pauvre Marguerite, je croisque maderni^re 
heure est venue. Qu'on appelle tous mes 
familiers. 

(Blanche de Castille fait signe a Robert 
d'Artois. II sort. Quelques moments apr^s 
les serviteurs du roi entrent et s'agenouil- 
lent pr^s de la porte.) 

Sainf Louis. Ma dernifere heure est 
venue. Jevous fais appeler pour vous re- 
mercier de vos bons services, je vous 
recommande de bien servir Dieu. Faites 
tout ce qu'un bon chr^tien doit faire. (On 
entend des sanglots.) 

Une dame de la cour. II retombe sur 
son oreiller sans mouvement. II est mort! 
II me faut tirer le drap sur ce visage 
ador6. 

Une autre dame de la cour. Je vous en 
prie, ne le couvrez pas, il a encore Time 
au corps. 



(Saint Louis soupire, il ^tend les bras, 
et dit d'une voix creuse.) 

Saint Louis. Le Seigneur m'a visits, 
par la grace de Dieu, celui qui vient d'en 
haut m'a rappel^ d'entre les morts. 

Guillaume d'Auvergne, Pierre de Cuisy, 
je vous commande de me mettre sur 
I'epaule la croix du voyage d'outre-mer. 
(Blanche et Marguerite font un geste de 
protestation et s'agenouillent pr^s de lui.) 

Blanche. Mon fils, a genoux je vous 
conjure d'attendre votre gu^rison. 

Marguerite. Mon roi, mon epoux, une 
fois gu^ri vous ferez ce qu'il vous plairal 

Saint Louis. Je vous declare que je ne 
prendrai aucune nourriture que je n'aie 
repu la croix. (Guillaume, I'^vSque de Paris 
lui donne la croix. Saint Louis la re^oit 
avec transport. II la baise et la met sur sa 
poitrine.) 
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Scdne Deuxidme 

{Trots ans plustardy 1247.) 

Personnages: Saint Louis, Blanche de 
Castille, Marguerite de Provence, conseil- 
lers, laiques. 

Eveque de Paris (a Saint Louis). Mon- 
seigneur roi, rappelez vous que, lorsque 
vous avez recu la croix, lorsque vous avez 
fait soudainement et sans reflexion ce vceu 
redoutable, vous 6tiez faible, et pour dire 
vrai, d'un esprit trouble, ce qui 6tait a vos 
paroles le poids de la v€x\X.i. 

Eveque de Meaux. Le seigneur pape 
vous accordera volontiers une dispense. A 
qui nous laisserez-vous, nous tons, faibles 
et desol6s? 

Blanche de Castille {/avanfant avec un 
sourire). Si vous restez la terre Sainte 
n'aura pas h. souffrir. On y enverra plus 
de troupes que vous ne pourriez y en con- 
duire vous-mSme. 

Saint Louis {attentifet emu). Vous dites, 
que-je n'^tais pas en possession de mon 
esprit quand j'ai pris la croix. Eh bien, 
comme vous le desirez, je la depose, je vous 
la rends (portant la main i son 6paule, il en 
detache la croix, disant). La voila seign- 
eur dvSque, je vous remets la croix. 

(Les assistants se fdlicitent, le roi change 
tout a coup de visage et dit.) 

Saint Louis. Mes amis, maintenant, a 
coup sur, je ne manque pas de sens et de 
raison; je ne suis ni faible, ni trouble dans 
mon esprit. Je demande qu'on me rende 
la croix. Aucun aliment n'entrera dans 
ma bouche jusqu'a ce qu'elle soit replace 
sur mon 6paule. 

Blanche de Castille (essuyant ses larmes, 
d'une voix defaillante). Prenez done 
r^charpe et le baton de p^lerin (I'em- 
brassant) — beau, tendre fils, jamais je 
ne vous verrai plus, le cceur me le dit 
bien! 

Marguerite de Provence {vivement). Vous 
m'emmenerez avec vous; je declare que 
jamais je ne me separerai de vous! 



Seine Troisiime 

(Mansourah). 
[AVERTISSEMENT: Les croises s'embarquferent 
k Aigues-Mortes et se rendirent en Egypte. lis 
eurent d'abord quelques succes: ils prirent Dami- 
ette et s'avancferent vers le Caire. IVIais, la 
peste ravagea Tarm^e royale. Atteint lui- 
mgme de la contagion, et dans rimpossibilite 
de se defendre, Louis IX. prit le parti de 
capituler avec tous les chevaliers qui raccom- 
pagnaient. La fermete et la grandeur d'ame 
du saint roi ^toniiferent ses ennemis.] 

Le Sultan Malek-Moaddham (a Saint 
Louis qu'ilvient de delivre de ses chaines). 
Pour prix d'une trgve et de votre liberty, 
je demande la reddition immediate, de 
Damiette, une forte rampon, et la restitu- 
tion de'plusieurs places que les Chretiens 
tiennent encore en Palestine. 

Saint Louis. Je ne puis disposer de ces 
places; elles ne m'appartiennent pas. Les 
princes et les religieux Chretiens qui en 
sont niaitres peuvent seuls les garder ou les 
rendre. 

Le Sultan (irrite). Je vous ferai mettre a 
la torture, ou je vous enverrai au khalife 
de Bagdad, qui vous retiendra en prison 
pour le reste de vos jours. 

Saint Louis. Je suis votre prisonnier; 
vous pouvez faire de moi ce que vous 
voudrez. 

Le Sultan. Vous vous dites prisonnier, 
et je crois en effet que vous I'Stes; mais 
vous me traitez comme si vous me teniez 
en prison. 

St. Louis. Je payerai volontiers 500,000 
livres pour la d^livrance de mes gens, et 
je rendrai Damiette pour la deliverance de 
ma personne, car je ne suis pas homme 
qui se doive racheter a prix d'argent. 

Le Sultan. Par ma foi, le Franc est 
large de ne pas marchander sur une si 
grande somme. 

Scdne Quatriime 

[Avertissement: Apres sa d^livrance Louis 
IX. passa quatre annees dans la Palestine. La 
mort de sa mere le rappela en France. Pen- 
dant quinze ans il consolida I'ouvrage de la 
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T^gente. Une demiere croisade I'enleva de 
tiouveau et pour toujours k I'affection de son 
peuple. A peine avait-il debarqu^ a Tunis que 
la paste attaqua et d&ima I'arm^e.] 

(Saint Louis, atteint de la fifevre, est 
€tendu sur le lit dans sa tente.) 

Personnages: Saint Louis; Philippe le 
Hardi, son fils; Isabelle, sa fille; le roi de 
Navarre, son gendre; conseillers. 

(Tout le monde est agenouille pr^s du 
lit.) 

Saint Louis. Donnez-raoi des nouvelles 
•de mon fils, Jean Tristan. 

Philippe (son fils amf). Mon pere, il 
vient d'expirer. 

(Saint Louis joigne les mains et prie 
silencieusement. Aprfes un moment de 



silence il se l^ve, regarde autour de lui, 
aperfoit sa fille Isabelle, qui est en larmes 
au pied de son lit.) 

Saint Louis. Tres chdre fille, pensez-y 
bien; beaucoup de gens se sont endormis 
en folles pens^es de pech^, et le matin ne 
se sont trouv6s en vie. Voici, tr6s chSre 
fille, des instructions que j'ai dcrites pour 
vous, pour mon fils, Philippe, et pour vous 
mon gendre, roi de Navarre. (II retombe 
sur les coussins, puis se soul^ve et ^ voix 
basse.) Seigneur, aie merci de ce peuple 
qui demeure ici et raraene le en son pays! 
Qu'il ne tombe pas en la main de ses 
ennemis — (II ferme les yeux.) Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem nous irons a Jerusalem. 



Seventh and Eighth Grades 

Nott William Flint 



History: After studying the Cave Men, 
the Britons, the Romans in Britain, and 
the Jutes, Angles, and Saxons, the class 
comes now to the Normans and their con- 
quest of England. So far in our inquiries 
we have paid small heed to the monotonous 
succession of kings, or to the vexing politi- 
cal changes, upon which most of the history 
text-books center. The people — what they 
were, how they lived, and what they did — 
a knowledge of the people is what the 
class has been aiming at. But in the Nor- 
man Conquest, at every twist and turn, the 
student's eye catches the figure of a stark and 
impetuous man — Duke William of Nor- 
mandy. And so for this month the chil- 
dren's interest will be turned upon one 
man, who will be to them, as far as the 
teacher can make him so, a real and vivid 
person. The subject for the month might 
be called: William the Conqueror. 

The Norman Conquest. 

\. William the Conqueror. 



1. His birth: Son of Robert of Normandy 
and a tanner's daughter. 

2. His boyhood. In this study the teacher 
can if he sees fit introduce the institution of 
chivalry. 

3. His manhood. 

(a) Attempt of the Norman lords to break 
his power. Battle of Val es Dunes. (What do 
we learn of William's character from his con- 
duct in this battle?) 

(b) Attempt of French dukes to break Wil- 
liam's power. Battle of Mortimer and of Vara- 
ville. (What do they show in William's char- 
acter?) 

4. William's claim to England. 

(a) Harold's visit to Normandy, and his 
forced oath to the duke. (See Mile. Ashle- 
man's French outlines in the March and April 
numbers of the Course of Study.) 

(b) Did William have any real right to the 
English throne? 

5. The conquest. 

(a) Condition of England; lack of unity 
among the Saxon earls: Harold's battle against 
the Danes at Stamford bridge; Harold's march 
to Hastings, and the failure of the Northum- 
brians to help him. 



